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1.   Have children choose an animal. 

2.  Once they have chosen an animal, begin by making 
two small slabs with the clay.  A slab is a flat piece of clay, 
pancake thickness or a little thicker.

3.  After your child has two slabs, then they can take the 
pencil and lightly draw their animal onto one slab.  Try to 
help them not cut all the way through the slab with the 
pencil, this way if they make a mistake or do not like some-
thing it can be easily fixed.

4.  After they have drawn an animal they are pleased with, 
help them cut the exterior line out from the slab (it should 
look like a giant animal cookie).  Either with pencil or extra 
pieces of clay add the interior details.

5.  Using the first animal made, gently lie it on top of the 
second slab and lightly trace it.  After they have traced the 
animal shape, remove the first animal and “carve” the 
second animal out.  Next, add the interior missing details. 
They should now have two relatively identical animals.

6.  Set the animals aside.

7.  Next make two balls, no bigger then the animals made.

8.  Using one candle push a hole into the top of one ball, 
this should also help flatten the bottom of the ball so it may 
sit on a surface without rolling.  After the candle has been 
pushed into the hole, move it around a little so that the 
hole is just a little bigger than the candle (clay shrinks a 
little during the drying process).  Remove the candle.  
Allow to dry.

9.  Once both parts are dry, using a glue gun or super glue, 
glue the “candle holder” to the back of the animals.

10.  Once glue is dry, allow your child to paint the candle 
holders.

11.  Allow paint to dry and then paint or spray with a clear, 
glossy varnish (this should be done by an adult).  Varnish 
needs to completely dry.

12.  Once everything is dry, place candles in holder and 
have an adult light them for display.

Objective:

Instructions:

Keywords:

Materials:
Self-hardening clay
Non-washable paint
Variety of brushes - different sizes
Glossy spray varnish

Two large candles
Sharpened pencil
Hot glue gun or super glue

Three dimensional
Two dimensional
Animals

Candle Holders
Slab

Develop a three-dimensional representative form.
Understand the difference between two dimensional and three dimensional.
Develop fine motor skills.
Create a usable piece of art.
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