
Glue Me a PortraitGlue Me a Portrait

1- Using a mirror, have your child look at their 
face.

2- Place the sheet of black construction paper in 
front of your child.

3- While continuing to use the mirror as a refer-
ence, with pencil, have your child begin by draw-
ing the shape of their head (an oval) as large as 
they can, leaving room for their hair.

4- After the “oval” has been drawn have them 
draw the rest of their face.  Encourage them to 
draw larger than normal.

5- Once they have completed the face have them 
include their hair, ears, etc.

6- When they are finished drawing, use Elmer’s 
glue to trace their drawing.  Most children will 
need help with this.  Allow them to help guide 
your hands or you guide them.

7- Go over every pencil line with the glue, the 
glue lines should be thick but not sloppy.  If too 
much glue is used and the lines become to thick, 
it will fill in features and leave little room for future 
coloring.

8- Allow all the glue to completely dry.

9- Once the glue is dry, the child may color the 
portrait in with oil pastels.

10- The glue lines create a “stained” glass effect 
and a very interesting unique styled portrait.

Objective:

Instructions:

Key words:

Materials:
Black construction paper
Pencil
Eraser
White glue
Oil Pastels

Portrait, facial features, glue, oil pastels, tracing

Develop an understanding of basic portraiture.
Develop fine motor skills.
Create an understanding of the use of a variety of 
materials to create one visual image.
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